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Filed for intro on  02/25/2003

SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION 105
By  McLeary

A RESOLUTION to recognize Senator Bobby Carter for his
unparalleled service to the people of Tennessee
as a member of the General Assembly.

WHEREAS, it is fitting that the members of this General Assembly should honor those

fellow legislators who have performed their elected duties with the utmost integrity and singular

devotion, and whose efforts to ensure competent and efficient public service have brought

immeasurable benefits to their respective communities and to this great State; and

WHEREAS, Senator Bobby Carter is one such distinguished public servant who has

given unselfishly of himself, his time, and his significant talents to perpetuate the public good;

and

WHEREAS, Senator Carter has demonstrated his dedication to serving the public

through his illustrious career as a State Senator, ably representing the citizens of Madison,

Carroll, and Gibson Counties through four legislative sessions; and

WHEREAS, Senator Bobby Carter received both a Bachelor of Science in Education

and a Master of Science in Education from the University of Tennessee at Knoxville; and

WHEREAS, during his undergraduate career, Senator Carter became a tried and true

Volunteer as a member of the university’s illustrious basketball team; and
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WHEREAS, having served as a History Teacher and Basketball Coach at Humboldt

High School, as a Basketball Coach at Union University, and as the Vice President of Coca-

Cola’s Jackson operation, Senator Bobby Carter garnered substantial and varied professional

experience that proved to serve him well in his legislative career; and

WHEREAS, Senator Carter served with acumen and alacrity in the 99th through 102nd

General Assemblies of the State of Tennessee, representing the citizens of the 27th Senatorial

District; and

WHEREAS, in 1994, Senator Bobby Carter acquired his seat in the Senate chamber

with his defeat of the Democratic incumbent, Joe Nip McKnight, and in 1998, Senator Carter

again earned a seat in the General Assembly; and

WHEREAS, throughout his eight years in the Senate, Senator Carter remained true to

his conscience, loyally opposed to the imposition of a state income tax and a ready advocate for

the implementation of charter schools and private school vouchers in Tennessee; and

WHEREAS, Senator Bobby Carter was a prominent figure on Capitol Hill, serving on the

Senate’s Commerce, Labor and Agriculture Committee, on the Education Committee, on the

Government Operations Committee, and as the Chaplain of the Republican Caucus, in spite of

suffering from a debilitating illness that would have led lesser men to abandon the dream of

effecting positive change in our society; his strength and determination have inspired and

benefited us all; and

WHEREAS, throughout his exemplary tenure as State Senator, Senator Carter

distinguished himself as a public-spirited citizen of the highest order and as an exceptional

asset to his community; and

WHEREAS, an active and highly respected member of the Jackson community, Senator

Bobby Carter has received Jackson’s Man of the Year award and the Jaycees’ Educator of the

Year award and has served as President of the Exchange Club, as a Member of the Board of

Directors of the Boys Club, as a Member of the Board of Directors of the Salvation Army, as
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President of the West Tennessee United Way, and as a Founding Member of the Madison

County Hospital Foundation; and

WHEREAS, Senator Carter's remarkable success as a public servant and civic leader is

directly attributable to his reliance on the time-honored values of hard work and common sense

and his uncommon ability to work well with people from all walks of life; and

WHEREAS, a member of the Primitive Baptist Church, Senator Bobby Carter is an

extremely giving person who often reaches out with compassion to people whom life has treated

unkindly, and he epitomizes the ideal of the humble Christian, consummate professional,

dedicated public servant, and reliable friend and neighbor; and

WHEREAS, his many accomplishments aside, Senator Carter is fortunate to share both

love and companionship with his two children; and

WHEREAS, Senator Bobby Carter will long be remembered as an outstanding Senator

and an extraordinary man who can, indeed, be trusted; and

WHEREAS, without question, Senator Carter will be greatly missed by this General

Assembly, and his professionalism and competence will serve as a benchmark for future public

officials; and

WHEREAS, Senator Carter is wholly committed to the noble precepts of public service

that have earned Tennessee recognition as the "Volunteer State"; and

WHEREAS, it is highly appropriate that the friends and colleagues of this outstanding

public servant should honor him and recognize his numerous accomplishments and

contributions to our great State upon the occasion of his departure from State government; now,

therefore,

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE OF THE ONE HUNDRED THIRD GENERAL

ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

CONCURRING, That we hereby honor and commend Senator Bobby Carter for his estimable

service to Tennessee as a member of the General Assembly, thank him for his tireless work in
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service of the good people of Senate District 27, and commend him for his countless

contributions and many good works in the service of this State’s citizens.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That we extend to Senator Carter our best wishes for

much success in every future endeavor.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy.


